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God’s goodness is evident, 

prevailing throughout the 40-year history of St. James’ Church.  

We started off as a mere vision to be His glorious light in the Holland Village district 

and have gone from glory to glory to be the Crossroads Church that we are today. 

The journey of growth we have taken as a church bears testament to the glory 

and faithfulness of the God we serve.  

Through this book, 

let us remember our founding story and rejoice for all the blessings we have received. 

Let us pause to respond with a heart of thanksgiving and praise for God 

who has walked every single step with St. James’ Church 

throughout this amazing 40-year journey. 



It is my special joy on behalf of the Diocese of Singapore to congratulate St. James’ 
Church on her 40th Anniversary and to join you in your celebration service.

We remember with great gratitude to God the founding generation and all those 
who have laboured through the years to build the church to what she is today.  

In recent years, St. James’ Church has not only completed its rebuilding project but 
has also refined its vision statement:

“We are a Crossroads Church of spirit-empowered disciples glorifying God by obeying 
His heart and fulfilling His will to reach the world.”

I thank God for the inspiration given to the leaders to adopt the phrase ‘Crossroads 
Church’. It is full of meaning. May I share three aspects which grip me:

• You will be a church that helps people to stand at the crossroads of their life and 
to make the right decision based on the revealed Word of God. (see Proverbs 
8:1-2 and Jeremiah 6:16)

• You will develop your ministries to always share with others the transforming power 
of the Cross. The Cross of Jesus Christ is at the centre of your life and ministry. (see 
Romans 1:16-17)

• You will be a family church of all ages helping each generation when it stands at 
the cross-roads of the next lifecycle stage. (see Zechariah 8:1-5)

St. James’ Church has completed its church building project with the effort of all 
its people. It will need all the people, empowered by the Spirit of God, to build a 
Community of disciples who fulfil the vision to be a ‘Crossroads’ Church.

The Lord has led you thus far. He will lead you all the way. Trust Him and serve Him 
with gladness.

I join you today to give the Lord all the glory and to encourage you on in the glorious 
journey He has prepared for you.

Together for Christ,

Message from Bishop 

“We are a Crossroads Church 
of spirit-empowered disciples glorifying God 
by obeying His heart and fulfilling His will 

to reach the world.”
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+ Rennis
The Right Reverend Rennis Ponniah
Bishop of Singapore



Reflecting upon the history of St. James’ Church, we can draw similarities of our growth 
to that of a Tamarisk tree. The hardy Tamarisk tree has strong survival and reproductive 

traits only because it is nourished by God’s living waters. The Tamarisk tree is able to grow 
in harsh conditions and can reproduce itself not just by seeds but also by stem cuttings. 
As the current generation tasked with stewarding St. James’ church, we are reminded of 
how “Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the 
LORD, the Everlasting God” (Genesis 21:33). 

In February 1977, we sprouted from a “stem cutting” taken from the Church of the True 
Light, sustained by God’s grace alone. Today in 2017, at forty years old, St. James’ stands 
taller, securely rooted in God’s word to advance God’s kingdom in our community, our 
deaneries and beyond.

As we celebrate SJC40 standing at the Crossroads, let us reflect on our own spiritual 
development. God has planted a seed in each one of us with the potential for it to blossom 
into a mature tree, to become Spirit-empowered disciples. So how have you nurtured this 
seed and which stage of development have you arrived at? Let us totally open our life to 
the Spirit’s work and nurture this spiritual growth.

Our individual lives are being woven together by the Lord into a tapestry of living stories 
of St. James’ Church. What we do today can ring throughout the generations, the stories 
we create will point those who come after us to Jesus. Our God who “supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness.” (2 Corinthians 9:10) As we steward greater resources of the 
kingdom, with obedience and faithfulness we will plant them where God directs.

Paul said “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” (1Corinthians 
3:6). I am so privileged to be appointed under-shepherd at this juncture. My humble prayer 
is that every member and succeeding generation of St. James’ Church will stand at the 
crossroads and commit ourselves to be discipled. Then, as transformed and Christ-like 
disciples, moving from SJC40 to our Jubilee in ten years’ and beyond, we faithfully sow 
seeds that see Anglican dioceses formed in our six deaneries and beyond. God will find 
us faithful to do our part for the completion of world evangelization as we cry out with the 
Church, Maranatha!

Soli Deo gloria!
 

A Word from Our Vicar  

Revd. Chua Siang Guan
Vicar of St. James’ Church as of 2015
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God is Awesome
Believe that miracles happen 
because nothing is impossible 

for God.



Tamarisk Trees are shrubs or trees that can be deciduous or evergreen. The 

largest type can grow to as tall as 18 m. They usually grow on saline soils and 

form dense bushes. Tamarisks have thin branches. The barks of young branches 

are smooth and reddish-brown in colour, becoming bluish-purple and furrowed 

as the plants age. The grey-green leaves are needle-like and overlap one 

another along the stem. They are often encrusted with secretions of salt. The 

tree blossoms with masses of pink to white flowers from March to September, 

though some species will flower in the winter months.

About the Tamarisk Tree 

“Abraham planted 
a tamarisk tree 
in Beersheba 

and called there on 
the name of 
the LORD, 

the Everlasting 
God.”  

Genesis 21:33 
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And though your beginning was small,
your latter days will be very great.

Job 8:7 



The First Seed (1900s)

SINGAPORE-CIRCA 1905: 
Vintage postcard of a street scene in Singapore by Patricia Hofmeester 

Canon Guok 
and  Mrs Guok Koh Muo

As a young Christian in Fujian, China, in the 1900s, Mr. (later Revd. Canon) Guok Koh 
Muo was educated in a village missionary school. Life then was hard and there were 

no jobs available. He decided to seek his destiny overseas and set off for Singapore where 
he found work as a freelance writer, contributing to the Chinese newspapers.

In 1911, at age 21, God led Canon Guok to start the Church of The True Light in the 
barber shop next to his own home. Preaching in Hing-Hwa and Hock-Chia, he formed a 
congregation consisting of impoverished rickshaw pullers and labourers.    

The first seed was sown. 

When Canon Guok was in his late sixties and in ailing health, God gave him a vision to build 
a church in the Holland Village district. In his mind, this task was practically impossible to 
achieve. Even if by some miracle, his children could afford to buy a piece of land in this 
prime area, how would they find the funds to build a church? 

But God rewarded Canon Guok’s faith and paved the way.  The Guok family unexpectedly 
received a windfall.  They donated generously, raising enough capital to buy a piece of 
land. This piece of land was Number 1 Leedon Road, upon which St. James’ Church was 
built in 1977 and still stands today. 

“…. And on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it.”
Matthew 16:18

Canon Guok and family.

Canon Guok with the church bus and Sunday School children.
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ST. JAMES’ CHURCH at 1 Leedon Road from 1977 to 3rd May 2009



Propagation (1970s )

The founding of St. James’ Church was enabled by 
God and not by human hands. God gave one man 

a vision and brought it to fulfilment. It was part of His 
plan to bless the generations that were to come.  

Taking a stem-cutting from the Church of the True 
Light, God planted St. James’ Church in the fertile soil 
of the Holland Village district. On 11 March 1973, the 
foundation stone of St. James’ Church was laid by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Reverend and Rt. 
Honourable Arthur Michael Ramsay.  While the church 
was being constructed, the first congregation gathered 
eagerly for services at the house of Revd. Canon Yip 
Tung Shan, the first English Priest of the church.  The 
church building was completed on 22 February 1977, 
fourteen years after Canon Guok passed away. Revd. 
Ong Ming King led the first worship service.

Roots grew and shoots sprouted as the new church 
anchored itself on God’s grace and developed its 
own distinctive character. Many second-generation 
English-speaking church members from the Church 
of the True Light migrated to St. James’ Church, 
forming its earliest congregation.  Today, the shoot has 
flourished and matured into a towering tree that we 

are proud of to call our spiritual home. 

God is Sovereign Trust God is in control of all of life’s circumstances and He has a plan for each one of us.

1716

1976 English Service held in Canon Yip Tung Shan’s house before the 
old St. James’ building was ready.

Church of The True Light at 25G Perak Road 208142.
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Seasons Of 

GRACE
Rhythms Of 

TRUTH
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Reflection of Glory

God is the grand weaver 
orchestrating a beautiful design 
that is unfolding…

“It seemed an impossible task to build church from scratch after my father’s passing. We did 

not know where and how to even begin. However, God’s hand was at work every step of the 

way. We were blessed financially and even managed to buy the land that St. James’ Church 

sits on today at half the original asking price! The previous owner slashed the price when 

she heard that we intended to build a church here. Simply put, when God wants to bless you, 

He will open up the heavens and you cannot imagine how He will bless you.”

Mr Peter Guok (Son of Revd. Canon Guok)

Chief Under-shepherds Past Vicars and Priests 
of SJC

Past Priests for 
Chinese Congregation

Youths raised 
and found in the field

The Right Reverend Chiu Ban It

The Right Reverend Moses Tay

The Right Reverend John Chew

(1974 - 1981) 
Revd. Canon Yip Tung Shan

(1982 - 1983) 
Bishop Moses Tay

(1983 - 1986) 
Revd. Cecil McSparron (First Vicar of SJC)

(1986 - 1988) 
Revd. Canon Frank Lomax

left - (1990 - 2001) 
Revd. Ng Koon Sheng

  right - (2001 - 2014) 
Revd. Canon Terry Wong

left - (1990 - 2001)
Revd. David Wong

right- (2001 - 2014)
Revd. Huang Ao-You

left - Rev Andrew Yap

right - Glenn Chan

left - (1977 - 1986)
Revd. Ong Ming King

right- (1987 - 1990)
Revd. Samuel Sia

left - Revd. David Wong

right - Maggie Yew

The Right Reverend Rennis Ponniah
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PROPAGATION
(1970s)
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 Our first Vicar Revd. McSparron

PROPAGATION  (1970s)     Testimonies

Palm Sunday

Baptism at Canon Yip’s House

Baptism of Pastor Lucy at Canon Yip’s house
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“We gathered at Pastor Yip’s house every Sunday and the setting was informal. 

It was a very intimate experience as the congregation started with only about 30 

members. There was free and open prayer. The baptisms back then were done 

right there in his swimming pool!” 

Janice Tan
(Attending since1976, when SJC met as a house church)

“There was just one English service at 9am. The service was liturgical and we 

used the Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Later the Diocese printed their own 

bilingual version of BCP and we used it. I wasn’t involved in any other ministry 

except with the youth group which took place after service. We had worship 

then Bible Study, then we dismissed for lunch where we would go to Holland 

Village. There was no youth pastor so a few of us formed a committee and lead 

the group entirely by ourselves. Often we would invite external speakers.”

Liu Hern Kuan 
(Attending since 1979)

“The church building was small. The pastor preached from a wooden lectern 

and service began with him and the choir marching in with the rousing singing 

of hymns. Service was preceded by the chiming of electric church bells that 

sounded across Holland Village. Some pastors lived within the church compound 

which was more common back in those days. There was no air conditioning; 

ventilation was in the form of morning winds blowing through the nave’s many 

louvred windows and the pillar-mounted fans whirring quietly throughout the 

service.” 

Ian Khoo 
(Attending since 1978)

Since 1977, the choir has been part of the worship life at SJC. 

“We hardly knew anyone in St. James’ when we transferred our membership 

from Church of the Good Shepherd. The late Revd. McSparron invited us to sing 

in the choir. Wong Chee Hong was the choir mistress and the choir members 

warmly accepted us.

The warmth and sense of togetherness bonded with our love for singing kept us 

united. We looked forward to weekly practices and presenting special items at 

the Sunday service.

St. James’ Church choir was even invited to participate in a weekly Sunday 

evening service that was conducted by Revd. McSparron and recorded by the 

Singapore Broadcasting Corporation which is now Mediacorp!” 

William and Grace Ng
(Attending since 1983)

“SJC has been blessed with different vicars who lead the church in different 

styles. I have happy memories of SJC under Revd. Cecil McSparron’s leadership.  

He was a traditional Anglican, but brought in a burst of fun, food, laughter and 

fellowship that bonded the members together. His emphasis was to make SJC a 

family church. There were Church Camps in Malacca, Walkathons and also our 

popular Food & Fun Fair events. His pride and joy was The Coffee Corner with a 

Thrift Shop, Gifts & Books Store. This was like a haven where young and old met 

to pray, share and minister to one another.”

Irene Low 
(Attended from 1978 – 1996)



PROPAGATION  (1970s)     Testimonies
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To fulfil God’s plan of sowing 

the seeds among the young ones, 

St. James’ Kindergarten started in 1977.

 The kindergarten played 

a significant part in the lives of 

our pre-school children, 

preparing them not just for

formal education but also 

for a relationship with God. 

This love for the word of God 

stirred in the church leaders 

and it was expressed in a 

myriad of ways.

Mrs. Koh with Revd. Ong Ming King



“Joel and I grew up at St. James’ Church. It was our family, for Jesus said ‘whoever 

does the will of my Father in Heaven is my brother and sister and mother’.  Our 

youth leaders at Club Sunday and The Youth Ministry (TYM) opened their hearts 

and their homes, sharing their joys and struggles with us. Through the influence of 

these godly men and women who availed themselves for His use, God shaped 

us into who we are today. We are grateful to God and the family at St. James’ 

Church. Now, we joyfully watch our children growing up to call this church home 

– they look forward to Teleios Kids and the Bible lessons at Cell Group. We serve 

in TK and Cell as we grow together with the community.”

Joel and Andrea Chan 
(Andrea attending since 1978 and Joel since 1985)

“I still have the bible that Canon Yip gave to me. He gave each of us whom 

he baptised a bible and made us promise to be faithful to God. I have kept 

my promise to him. Canon Yip also gave me my name. Its meaning, “God is 

gracious”, is hard to live up to!”  

Jeanette Koh 
(Attending since 1997)

“Mission involvement was encouraged even back then with Revd. McSparron. 

With all said and done, when your focus is on glorifying and obeying God, then 

no doubt, He is already directing and leading your heart.”

Lisa Khoo  
(Attending since 1977) 

PROPAGATION  (1970s)     Testimonies

God is GraciousPraise God for His steadfast love and compassion at all times.
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SHOOTS AND ROOTS 
(1980s & 1990s) 
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SHOOTS AND ROOTS (1980s & 1990s)     Testimonies

By now, under God’s watchful eye and loving 
hands, the stem cutting 

had grown into a young sapling. 
 

On 12 March 1980, St. James’ Church 
was consecrated by the Bishop of Singapore then,

 the late Rt. Revd. Joshua Chiu Ban It. 
Firmly rooted, the church began sprouting 

as many leaves as it could through various ministries 
such as the St. James’ Youth Fellowship (SJYF), 
the predecessor of Jesus Youth Ministry (JYM), 

the Adult Fellowship and 
the Church Women’s Fellowship (CWF).

By 1982, the church had grown to 300 members. 
In May 1984, St. James’ Church

was officially recognised as a parish church
under the Anglican Diocese. 

The late Revd. Cecil McSparron served as 
our first Vicar from 1983 to 1990 establishing 

structures and processes for the vision 
of evangelism and discipleship. 

In 1991, Revd. Ng Koon Sheng took over the helm 
adding Super PowerKids and Cell Group Ministry 

to the growing church. 

32 33
Mission trip with Jesus Youth Ministry



SHOOTS AND ROOTS (1980s & 1990s)     Testimonies

“The old St James’ Church sat on a “hill” top and the warm fellowship of St 

Jamers’ was and still is the beacon of light for the wider community in Holland 

Village. We were a very giving and loving community that was very mindful of 

our calling to reach out to those who did not know Him. By the grace of God, 

we are what we are today because of the saltiness in our DNA which yielded a 

bountiful harvest over many seasons for the last 40 years. The early years of our 

community life was captured in our very first in-house quarterly newsletter which 

was aptly named ‘Bridges’.”

Vincent Tan 
(Attending since 1983)

“I will always remember the late Revd. Cecil McSparron’s ruddy, smiling face.  

His smiles hid a very gentle and shy personality. He stood tall and rotund, but 

he exuded an air of gentleness. When my late mother passed on in 1989, 

Revd. Cecil and Mrs. Mary McSparron visited the family at home a few days 

after the funeral was over. I thought it was quite unusual because I did not 

know them that intimately. Their thoughtful and kind gesture warmed my 

heart until today. Whenever, his name is mentioned, I will always recall this 

warmth, kindness and thoughtfulness shown by him, a gentle giant. He was 

very pastoral and really cared.”  

Daisy Oh 
(Attending since 1983)

“The most meaningful period of my teenage life was growing up among many 

close friends I had at the Youth Fellowship. It was here at St. James’ that I grew 

in my Christian faith, from the perspective of a boy to a man. In the early 1970s 

to early 1980s, there were no adult leaders in the Youth Fellowship. By God’s 

grace, we did the right thing at the right 

time and at the right place. Praise God 

for discernment to know when to bide our 

time and to never give up.”

Edmund Khoo 
(Attending since1980)

“Each of these personal connections in the Youth Fellowship have enriched my 

life in a unique way. In the end, it is the interweaving and interplay of persons, 

each so precious and special, that forms a beautiful tapestry defining who you 

are in God’s eyes, and how you are significant and loved. While each of these 

youths have gone on to pursue different paths, it is the wonderful sense of God I 

experienced from being with them that remains the impetus for what I do today.”

Kelly Tang
 (Attended from 1980 to 1990)

“In the 1980s, the Christian Woman Fellowship (CWF) joined the St. James’ 

Youth Fellowship (SJYF) to evangelise in Holland Village. Several mothers used 

to sit in the hall downstairs waiting for their kindergarten children. I asked Revd. 

McSparron if he could give us a room where the mums could have coffee and 

we could get to know them. He readily agreed and so Coffee Corner was born! 

Some women were so pleased to hear what we shared.”

Leaena Tambyah 
 (Attended from 1977 to 1993)

“From 1987-1990, Coffee Corner was a room on the ground floor where people 

could step in for instant tea or coffee and local biscuits.  Many kindergarten 

mothers gathered here while waiting for their children. They could read, sit or 

chat. Some ladies came along to conduct workshops like smocking and shared 

experiences which forged friendships that lasted many years. Now I do my 

grandma duties and sit in a very comfortable and air-conditioned Milk X Honey 

Café, using the free Wifi and sipping my freshly brewed coffee. I see many young 

parents making good use of the room and I hope they will also form friendships 

for the decades ahead.” 

Helena Ho 
(Attending since 1985)
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Song Offering by St. James’ Youth Fellowship (SJYF).



SHOOTS AND ROOTS (1980s & 1990s)     Testimonies

“Personally, what helped me a lot was the trust that all the pastors, especially Revd. 

McSparron and Revd. Ng Koon Sheng had in the youth leaders. They gave us a lot of 

leeway to organise events and lead in the Bible studies, camps and seminars. They 

also backed us up when some of the parents had questions while quietly giving us 

advice on the sidelines. They allowed us to make mistakes and learn and grow from 

them. Sometimes, I wish that church leaders (including myself!) have as much faith in 

God to let our young people do the same today!”

Ananth Tambyah 
(Attended from 1978 to 1993)

“SJC is where it is now through the Lord’s work and pruning. 

I recall how powerful and real was the presence of the Lord at the worship services 

and prayer meetings. There were supernatural manifestations at some meetings.  

Many who are adult leaders now were once mere undergraduates and youths. 

Super PowerKids, Evangelism Equipping, Cell Group Church philosophy and practice, 

the re-structuring of the Parish and its PCC, the renewing and rejuvenation of the 

Kindergarten, were just a few of the new things the Lord added to SJC.

The seed of the redevelopment of the premises were sown through a period of painful 

pruning of both the staff and church members but it finally brought a new unity, 

cohesiveness and generosity unseen in the earlier years.”

Revd. Ng Koon Sheng 
(St. James’ Church Vicar from 1990 to 2001)

“Revd. Ng introduced the Cell Group model with deep conviction and passion. SJC 

became a cell based Church and that is his legacy. Cell Groups form the pillars of 

a church. It gives members a sense of belonging, forges meaningful fellowship and 

facilitates spiritual growth.

God works in amazing ways. He has pruned and groomed me to become a leader 

today, mentoring and discipling others.  I am now part of the Teleois Discipleship team 

of facilitators.”

Janet Yong 
(Attending since 1980)

 “We became a part of the SJC family in the 90s, when we were still undergraduates 

and dating each other. Revd. Ng Koon Sheng was our Vicar. When God united 

us as husband and wife, our marriage was solemnized by Pastor Koon Sheng. We 

were made to recite our marriage vows from memory. Under his strict but loving 

shepherding, we grew in spiritual maturity and rose up in service to the Lord.

As SJC journeyed through “a time to tear, and a time to sew” (Eccl 3:7), Pastor Koon 

Sheng took a visionary risk in planting many in leadership positions, including us at a 

relatively young age - calling Lynette to serve as a cell group and worship leader, 

and Burton, in the PCC. It was God’s season of leadership renewal.

Looking back, we are moved with thanksgiving by God’s faithful leading and 

unfailing grace in growing SJC as a welcoming and godly family.”

Burton and Lynette Chen 
(Attending since 1990)

“My best memory of my years at SJC was my cell group that was started by Dr 

Jennifer Loh in 2000. Not only was God instrumental in bringing five strangers 

together, He also multiplied it four-fold by 2006. It was through this group that 

my desire to serve the Lord as an overseas missionary turned into a God-given 

conviction and journey of faith as we went through the study guide ‘Experiencing 

God’. The core members of this group supported me in prayer and friendship 

throughout my three years in Cambodia and remain my closest friends to this day.” 

Chan Wen Tin 
(Attending from 1990 to 2013)

“We came to St. James’ in 1990 and our lives were enriched. We got baptised, 

confirmed, married and became parents here. There were challenging times, but 

cell was our support. We stayed close, looking towards Christ alone - our roots grew. 

St. James’, its Vicars and leaders have blessed our lives, and we do all things in His 

service, for His glory!”

Emerson and Lace Foo 
(Attending since 1990)
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SHOOTS AND ROOTS (1980s & 1990s)     Testimonies

God is Love
Learn to love God 
and one another 

as much as He loves us.
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REFLECTIONS OF GLORY
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REFLECTIONS OF GLORY      Testimonies

“Blessings come to those who obey Him. Super PowerKids (SPK) is a testimony of 

God’s faithfulness and abundant blessings. When we witness children receiving their 

baptism, when we see children bringing their families to SPK, when pew-warming 

parents become teacher-helpers, we know God has a hand in all these. We know 

this is God’s plan. A number of children who went through SPK in the early days have 

today become youth leaders in St. James’ Church and are the “light and salt” for 

Christ in the market place.”

Jacqueline Chung 
(Attending since 1993)

   

“When we moved from the church in Canon Yip’s home to Leedon Road, I started 

to play the church organ on Sundays and helped out with flower arrangements. 

Church breakfasts have always been a feature of every Sunday service even while 

we met as a church in Canon Yip’s home. Cell Fellowship were and remain to this 

day the grassroots of the church. My son, Herbert met his wife Ai Hua in the fellowship 

group known as 19+, served in SPK and got married in 1996 in SJC!”

Jessie Lui 
(Attending since 1976, SJC met as a home church)

   

“Through the pastoral changes, God remains faithful in being the Head of the 

church and our household. It was a place to belong and to grow in faith with my 

friends. From Youth Fellowship days to having our own families, I am happy to see my 

children growing and serving here. St. James’ is home.”

Loy Wee Mee 
(Attending since 1986)

   

“Lead us Heavenly Father, guide us, guard us. For we have no help but thee. God 

has been faithful through the seasons of change and renewal, through it all, our 

family spirit remains. Leading in the weekly chapel at the kindergarten has been 

most gratifying and working with the SPK team for the past 23 years shows us the 

heart of God.”

Derek and Susan Kiong 
(Attending since 1993)

“I was the Parish Worker in charge of youth at St. James’ 
Church from 1985- 87 during Revd. McSparron’s pastorate.

I shared the office with the late Revd. McSparron until they 
moved me to share an office with the admin staff. I stayed in 
the vicarage. Things were less formal then. Members could 
hang around in church any time of the day and night. We 
had a Coffee Corner and many church ladies hung around 
in my living room in the day. There was a loss of privacy of 
course, but being in my 20s, it did not matter! I had to lock 
the church at night after the meetings as by then, the verger 
was off duty. I saved money on rent and it helped to get me to 
my office on time! There were a few scary nights when there 
was a wake in church, and the casket was left overnight in 
the sanctuary. I had to lock the place and was alone in the 
entire premises as the Chinese pastor and his family were 
away. There was another incident of a five hour deliverance 
which happened in the Prayer Room beside my bedroom. 
That night, every sound woke me up! 

I enjoyed the Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. The youth 
were always spectacular with their carol performances. We 
had carolling in various homes but I was too tired to enjoy 
the late nights so I slept in the bus when the others went into 
the homes. I now live to regret not joining them. 

Mentoring the Youth Fellowship was most satisfying as we 
grew from about 20 people to over 100 within two years. 
We reached out to the students in nearby Junior Colleges. 
Youths loved to pop by after school to play table-tennis 
and have chats with me in my office. They were most heart-
warming. Relationships were built which lasted through the 
years. 

I suspect many could have found my youth and inexperience, 
poor command of the language and superficial and poorly 
exegeted sermons to be a weekly pain. But my ignorance 
to their pain was my bliss because I actually felt accepted, 
loved and respected. On hindsight, the members were really 
gracious to bear with me. No wonder many relationships 
lasted beyond my tenure. St. James’ gave me some of the 
fondest memories of my life.“

Seto Hann Hoi
(1st Parish Worker at St. James’ Church from 1985 to 1987)

As the growing 

St. James’ Church explored 

and refined its role in 

helping the community

 to learn God’s word, 

its homely and close-knitted 

community spirit 

remained intact.
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REFLECTIONS OF GLORY      Testimonies

“When I arrived in Singapore, I came to SJC which was nearest to my home.  Being 

19 years of age and being included in the Youth Fellowship meant a lot. I learnt to 

manage changes with three Vicars and now with my own family, I realise that being 

rooted in Christ with strong Christian support is so important. I desire that SJC will 

always be our home church and that my son, Jayden will grow up embracing SJC 

in his faith journey.”

Jesse Tan 
(Attending since 1996 and joined staff in 1999)

“The strength of SJC was and will always be its people. It was through the friendship 

first extended to me through friends from SJC that I eventually came to faith in Christ. 

It was through this community that I first received the call to full-time ministry in 2005, 

and eventually came on staff in 2012. Upon graduation in May 2017 from Trinity 

Theological College, I will return as pastoral staff.” 

Glenn Chan
(Attending since 1999 and joined staff in 2012)

“I came with my four brothers to St James’ Church when I was ten years old. Growing 

up here, I have been blessed and enjoy serving the Lord in the Jesus Youth Ministry 

(JYM) with my talents. When I was 23 years old, St James’ Church had a job opening 

for a designer. I gave it some thought and prayed. After three weeks, Revd. Canon 

Terry Wong and Jesse approached me with a job offer and I have answered the call 

to serve God in church. I have been serving in St. James’ for four years as a design & 

media staff. If I can hear God, you can too. We just need to obey!”

Joel Chua 
(Attending since 2000 and joined staff in 2013)

“It is happiness when the community celebrates a member’s birthday. What a 

blessing it is when every member rejoices at the community’s anniversary! For the 

past 17 years, we and our five children went through much joy and sorrow. Yet 

you always anchored us with your love and compassion. We serve in Building Faith 

Foundation and the HEAL Ministry with joy. You are God’s merciful and kind hand. 

St. James’ Church, we love you!”

Tard and Felicia Lim 
(Attending since 2000)

God is Faithful
Know that God is our anchor 

in all seasons; 
He is our faithful God!
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
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A young tree that is firmly rooted and well-watered grows steadily. When it weathers 
different seasons and faces the elements, it becomes even stronger. St. James’ 

continued to proliferate with the dawn of the new millennium. In 2001, Revd. Canon Terry 
Wong assumed the role as Vicar of the church. 

To meet the needs of a rapidly growing congregation and looking towards the future, 
the church embarked on a rebuilding project in 2004. Once again, God’s grace and 
blessings resulted in a complete transformation as the new building came into fruition.  
 

A Young Tree (2000s)

A YOUNG TREE (2000s)     Testimonies

Just as a growing tree 

develops multiple branches, 

many new ministries came into being. 

To build community through 

the love of food and 

to showcase St. James’ hospitality, 

the Food Ministry and 

Milk X Honey Café started. 

It was also during this time also 

that ministries such as Alpha, 

HEAL, Family Life Ministry (FLM), 

Teleios Kids and Teleios Todds, 

and Tealight Corner were born. 

“God answered our prayers and provided what we needed! While the church was 

being rebuilt, the Chinese and Saturday service took place at Queenstown Lutheran 

Church while the rest of the three English services were conducted at the school hall 

of St. James’ Church Kindergarten at the lush green surroundings of Harding Road. 

We returned to Leedon in 2011, ready for our Christmas celebration. Full repayment 

was made by 18 February 2012 which was the church’s consecration service.”

Sim Guan Seng 
(Attending since 1996)

“We thank God for this Home@SJC. I was baptised here in 1994. Anita and I 

exchanged our marriage vows here in 1995. Our daughters, Amanda and Amelia 

were nurtured as they grew up with SPK and now JYM. We have been very blessed 

as we serve as a family! I serve in the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and cell 

trusting that God shall provide for all our needs and keep us faithful. We pray SJC will 

continue to witness this verse “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” John 13:35 ESV”

Lee Kean Guan and Anita 
(Attending since 1994)

“I started to become more active in service since 2005. God brought a few SJC 

people like my Cell leaders and Discipleship leader into my life.  They sowed seeds 

and helped me to love the Word and be part of the community and family. God 

taught me “faithfulness” through the care of these people. I hope I can do the same 

as I serve my cell group.”

Debbie Wong 
(Attending since 1999)

 

“Families form the basic foundation of St. James’ Church. The church plays a leading 

role in strengthening our families and fosters caring community bonds. Through our 

marriage, parenting and counselling initiatives, we partner families to find God as 

the anchor and the centre of their relationships. This empowers them to deal with 

the challenges that all families do face.”

Carolin Tan 
(Family Life Ministry, attending since 1978 and joined staff in 2015)
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A YOUNG TREE (2000s)     Testimonies

“Teleios Kids (N2 – P5) and Teleios Todds (18mths – 3 years old) are child-friendly 

spaces created specially for children to learn more about God and develop a 

personal relationship with Him. While their parents are in “Big Church” hearing God’s 

Word, children also learn more about God through age-appropriate Bible lessons. It 

is such a joy and privilege for us as teachers to partner families as they seek to bring 

up their children God’s way and to watch the next generation soak up God’s word 

week after week. We also witness the bonds of the larger church community starting 

here as kids get to know each other and move up to JYM together as teens and 

later to “Big Church” as adults.” 

Soh Ting Ai 
(Teleios Kids and Todds, attending since 2002 and joined staff in 2014)

“Tealight Corner birthed out of a vision from the Lord in 2012 and the obedience 

of two close friends who are also ministry and prayer partners. The command was 

simply to make His presence known in the Holland Village vicinity and to let our lights 

shine before the residents. This is our 5th year showing God’s love to any resident 

who chooses to walk in the doors of Tealight Corner every Monday.”

Audrey Sim 
(Attending since 1995)

“The St. James’ Alpha course dinner has earned quite a reputation for its homely 

hospitality; serving awesome home-cooked dishes initiated by Pastor Terry. It is a great 

platform to bond with our visitors over food and exchange real life stories. As a result, 

many have discovered what Christianity is about and became followers of Christ.”

Josephine Postel 
(Alpha Task Force, attending since 2010)

“J.O.Y Ministry stands for “Jesus, Others, Yourself”, started in September 2004 at the pink 

house at Holland Road. In wanting to reach out, JOY is to provide a safe environment 

to women who were seeking Christian fellowship and wanting to grow in the Lord, 

especially if they were the only Christian in the family and had family responsibility on 

Sunday like looking after aged parents or their children. JOY aspires to be a garden of 

beautiful flowers directed by The Holy Spirit to follow the footsteps of Jesus.”

Norma Lam
(Attending since 2001)

God is Eternal
Call on God, He answers.



A YOUNG TREE (2000s)     Testimonies

“My Papa is Andrew and my Mama is Diana. God had impressed His missions call 

on them individually way before I was born, even before they got married! In 2007, 

after Papa and Mama got married, God led them to be missionaries in Thailand 

with the Anglican Church in Thailand.  So he and Mama packed all their things and 

started their exciting new journey to Bangkok in 2009. I was born exactly three years 

after they first arrived in Thailand!”

Mikayla Yap 
(Daughter of Revd. Andrew and Diana Yap) 

“They say that people, not infrastructure or programmes, make a church. Lat 

Krabang Anglican Church stands strong today because of the love, hope and 

faith in God that gathered believers, both local and abroad, to sow seeds into the 

surrounding community. It has been a privilege to catch a glimpse of this growth 

through the dedication and obedience of Pastor Andrew Yap and his team”

Joycelyn Yeo 
(Attending since 1999)

“In 2006, our Mission Committee comprising Norma Lam, Ong Boon Cheang, William 

Tang and myself looked for a new mission front to support and after praying and a 

recce trip, decided on Christchurch Banchang (CCBC). More than just supporting 

their gospel work through short-term missions teams, developing church ministries 

and financial giving, our aim was to develop a long-term cross-cultural brotherhood 

between our two churches.

As of 2016, SJC has the privileged opportunity to partner CCBC in establishing the 

cell, youth ministry and family Life ministry as part of their journey to become a parish 

that honours the name of Christ Jesus.”

Revd. Andrew Yap 
(Attending since 1991 and joined staff in 1996, Missionary Priest in Thailand in 2009)

“At the Sunday, 26 September 1993 Service, Vicar Ng Koon Sheng made a call for 

SJC members to step out to plant a “church”.  Twelve members responded and 

became pioneers of Garden City Christian Community (GCCC). I did not respond. 

However, with the closure of Garden Hotel, the Bishop moved GCCC back to SJC 

as a Saturday evening service. The 1st GCCC Service was held on 01 April 2001. This 

time my family became the first SJC members to join GCCC. In June 2005, GCCC 

sent its 1st Mission team to Banchang led by Pastor Simon Chan.”

David Au 
(Attending since 1985)
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Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.

I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. 

If anyone does not abide in me 
he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
John 15: 4 - 7

As the tamarisk tree matures, 

it tends to flower more profusely 

when pruned. In the same way, 

God continues to mould the church 

so it can blossom and bear fruit. 

In 2009, our own Revd. Andrew Yap 

answered the call to serve 

the Anglican Church in Thailand.  

The Lat Krabang Anglican Church 

is a church plant supported by 

St. James’ Church. Similar to our 

own journey, the birth process of the 

church in Thailand is testimony of 

God’s life-giving miracles, 

from fund raising to land acquisition 

to the actual construction of the 

church building in 2016. 

On the 1 April 2017, 

we celebrated the dedication of 

Lat Krabang Anglican Church.
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God is Merciful
Show mercy to others 

for we have received mercy 
from God.



“Despite the different challenges that St. James’ Church faced in her spiritual journey, we stand 

amazed by the grace that God has bestowed on her today. She testifies to the hope that every 

local church has in its quest to be a growing, fruitful and healthy church.  

As we reflected on our journey, it is His presence, voice and guidance which breathed spiritual 

life into the parish. It kept the leadership from making personality-driven decisions and be 

human-focused. I look back, with deep gratefulness, that we have not always acted rashly 

towards one another but have found the grace to forgive and give each other space and time 

to recover.  In prayer and worship, before His presence, we stood on the same ground. Leaders 

or followers, we saw ourselves as simply parts of His body.

The parish is His church. We wanted SJC to be “A Place to call Home”, an oasis of security, love 

and where everyone is valued, with all the hopes and dreams which God has created in their 

hearts.  Rebuilding allowed us to think through what is needed for worshippers today even as 

we try to anticipate the future. We were able to improve our facilities to help young families. 

We made every facility accessible to the elderly and handicapped. We worked hard at the 

acoustics so that the congregation could be heard during worship in spite of being led by an 

amplified and multi-instrument band. We made the church more homely by creating spaces so 

that the church can be used every day. The plaza area is like the living room of a house where 

the family gathers and hospitality is shown to guests.

Indeed, SJC has come a long way and we need to be faithful to what God has given. “For 

everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been 

committed, of him they will ask the more.” Luke 12:48

May SJC continue to be a “Crossroads Church”, where seekers will find Jesus and be discipled, 

and remain an active participant in the agenda of His Kingdom.”

Revd. Canon Terry Wong
(SJC Vicar from 2001 to 2014)

REFLECTIONS OF GLORY      Testimonies

“For everyone 
to whom much is given, 

from him much will be required; 
and to whom much has been 
committed, of him they will 

ask the more.” 

Luke 12:48
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“I spent forty amazing years with our faithful God with thirty at SJC.. 

my “extended” family. Cell life, authentic love & care, love for His 

Word, the power of prayers, and Teleois - discipling life upon life – 

are what I’ve come to treasure greatly here. Birthing from that – the 

conviction to give back through discipling as I’ve been discipled, 

to the humbling privilege of serving on Parochial Church Council 

(PCC), knowing that we can never, ever out give our Great and 

Living God. Psalm 78:1-7”  

Ong Chong Lian 
(Attending since 1987)

“In an often caustic world, St. James’ has been a salve for wounds, 

a place of refuge, a north star of truth delivered by honest servants.  

Without pretence, fellow seekers supporting one another on the 

journey to becoming more like Christ and one day resting in His 

unfiltered presence. My wife, daughter Coco and I have been part 

of receiving and giving God’s love.”

Zach Wilson 
(Attending since 2010)

“For us, SJC is a home away from home. We are able to find shelter 

at this place amidst the storm in our lives. We are able to find a 

purpose in this home. This church is a place where we can find a 

community of like-minded friends and grow with them spiritually. 

We are blessed by them and we hope to be able to bless others 

too. The spirit of Him who raised Jesus dwells in this house. He also 

gives life and strength to our mortal bodies and feeble souls so that 

we can find respite in this house and face the world and proclaim 

God’s glory.”

Daniel Chin
(Attending since 2015)

Weixin Chin
(Attending since 2008)
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You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,

as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
Isaiah 9:3
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A TREE GROWING TOWARDS ITS PRIME (2017 AND BEYOND)     Testimonies 

“God’s inspired vision and Spirit-driven mission requires a response from those who are 

called to serve. We responded and stayed faithful to the cause and as we walked steadily 

on course, He fulfilled His vision through SJCK. That is how it has been for the last two 

decades of the ministry and we did it through and by His grace. The mission continues for 

His vision continues to enlarge our hearts and strengthen our spirit. There is more beyond 

what we see today. We are called to be a blessing to our nation and beyond.” 

Pastor Richard Chung 
(Attending since 1993) 

“It has been a great blessing for me in the course of the last 20 years to lead St. James’ 

Church Kindergarten (SJCK) to see SEEDS growing into TREES, and over time, trees 

becoming a FOREST. There is no reaping without sowing and SJCK has faithfully been 

sowing seeds for 40 years. The seeds are not just children, but also staff. Seeds, no matter 

how small, contain the potential to develop into plants and trees that bear flowers and 

fruit so that all who encounter them may be blessed and “taste and see that the Lord 

is good.” 

Jacqueline Chung (Dr)
Senior Principal & Academic Director 
(Attending since 1993)

“The HOPE Ministry was a labour of love, whose legacy of reaching out to those in the 

hospitals continues on today. By God’s grace, our focus of helping those in need of 

spiritual comfort when they are physically unwell has withstood the sands of time. We 

have extended our reach by working with partners such as the Healthcare Christian 

Fellowship. Closer to home, the ministry also paved the way for the formation of the 

Visitation Ministry which actively visits those who are home bound and unable to attend 

church and old folks at Block 1 in Holland Village.”  

Pastor Lucy Kwok 
(Attending since 1981 and joined staff in 1996)

“God has been faithful in keeping the Worship and Creative Arts Ministry (WCAM) 

growing - everything feels organic. Whatever we lacked, He provided in His season and 

timing. When things were lean and difficult, we felt stretched to the limit, but somehow 

we always made it through.” 

Maggie Yew 
(Attending since 1994 and joined staff in 2009)

“The stability of a house depends on the depth of its foundation and the material of which 

it is made. The aim of SJC’s Christian Education is to build the faith of our members on 

God’s Word, teaching them the fundamental beliefs of Christianity and how they can 

be a distinctive witness for Christ in an environment that embraces different religions.” 

Revd. Peter Chen 
(Auxiliary Priest at SJC since 2016) 

“ ‘A Place to call Home’ rings true even after a decade of being away from SJC. In 

1993, a cell group of 20 members from SJC answered the mission call of the Diocese to 

reach out to transient travellers by setting up the Garden City Christian Community at 

Garden Hotel.  Eventually, our group of more than 80 members formally returned home 

to the SJC family after all these years.”

Chan Suan Liang 
(Attending since 1987)

“By God’s grace, Jesus Youth Ministry has discipled many young people to become 

authentic followers of Christ. I am confident these youths will make a significant impact 

for Christ in Singapore and even abroad.”

Ryan Kam 
(Youth Ministry Worker, attending since 1997 and joined staff in 2015)

“F is for... 

Family, Faithful, Fun, Free, Forever, Friendly, Fondness, Full, Fabulous, Fortunate, Focused, 

Flavorful, for this is our Family at SJC. This has been our experience especially when I 

have to work with the young creative adults and youth in the Tamarisk Tree Project and 

observing Florence in Teleois Kids, where Faith is growing in her love community.  Truly a 

Happy Fortieth, dear St. James’!”

Francis, Florence and Faith Ng
(Attending since 2011)

“Through technology advancement, we have moved from simple microphones with 

amplifiers to the current age of digital sound mixers at SJC. Yet worship is not about how 

sophisticated it sounds but it’s the simple submitted heart of worship to bring something 

that’s of worth that will bless God’s heart. Providing PA and AV support is also worship.”

Henry Yew 
(Attending since 1984)

God has faithfully and lovingly 

nurtured St. James’ Church through 

the generations, allowing us to 

blossom and be fruitful for His glory.

The church today, 

led by Vicar Revd. Chua Siang Guan 

since 2015, personifies 

a fruitful tamarisk tree. 

We have grown from glory to glory, 

starting off as a graft planted 

by the Church of the True Light. 

Today we are a tree 

growing towards its prime, 

bearing fruit across 

multiple ministries. 
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God’s labour of love 

and faithfulness through 

the years is evident.  

Many came before us, 

ploughed and sowed. 

We are now about a thousand 

in numbers at St. James’ Church, 

a place we call home. 

Indeed, there is a spirit of 

gratitude and homecoming as 

we celebrate 

our 40th anniversary.  

A TREE GROWING TOWARDS ITS PRIME (2017 AND BEYOND)     Testimonies 

“We first visited St. James’ Church in July 2011, when the church was still at its 

temporary site at the Harding campus. At that time, we were looking for a church to 

settle into with two young children aged five and three.  We were at dinner just the 

night before, and Jennifer (Pastor Terry’s wife) heard our story and invited us to St. 

James’ Church. We visited the very next day, and never left.

The genuine warmth and sense of community were our first impressions.  We’re glad 

to see that the same ‘kampong’ feel has remained even as the church has grown 

.We believe this is the result of love for Jesus and for others. .We’ve also grown in our 

spiritual journey and are happily serving at Super PowerKids (our kids help there too!) 

and in our cell group.

St. James’ Church is a place we call ‘Home’.”

Christopher and Jennifer Lim with Bethany and Sarah 
(Attending since 2011)

“A place to call home” is how we would describe SJC. From the sermons that 

resonate at a personal level to the warmth of everyone we meet, we are thankful 

that God has led us to this church.  A church where we know we belong. That is why 

we serve and grow in Teleois Kids and Host ministry.”

Andy, Ivy and Charlotte Loh 
(Attending since 2013)

“St. James’ Church is a community striving to live out the new commandment (John 

13:34) - ‘love one another, as I have loved you.’ It is your extended family of different 

races and languages. We love, we play, we go through hard times together, and 

we support one another. Through it all, we are encouraged and strengthened as we 

are one family in Christ, and this is a place we call ‘Home’.”

Revd. Simon Chan
(Service Pastor of the Saturday Evening Service from 1983 to 2016) God is Glory

Enter into His presence; 

be transformed in His glory.



Front row: (Seated left to right): Revd. Peter Chen, Revd. Luke Ting, Revd. Canon Yee Ching Wah, Revd. Chua Siang Guan and Revd. Tang Wai Lung.

Middle row: (Standing left to right): Mrs Jenny Fong, Mrs Audrey Chung, Ps Ivan Lim, Ps Nicholas Chung, Mrs Soh Ting Ai, Mr Jesse Tan, Ps Henry Yeo, Mr Ryan 
Kam, Mrs Wee Li Duan, Ps Lucy Kwok, Mrs Maggie Yew, Mrs Christine Lin, Ps Phoebe Lee, Ps Ong Swee Geok, Ps Grace Cai, Ps Kim Zhao and Mrs Carolin Tan.

Top row: (Standing left to right): Mr Lim Teck Soon, Mr Joel Chua, Mrs Cassandra Boh, Mr Philip Ho and Mr Glenn Chan.

Not in picture: Mr Lorenz Lee and Mr Teo Nip Sar (“Ah San”).
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OUR 40TH ANNIVERSARY!     Testimonies

OUR 40th 
ANNIVERSARY! 
Truly, there is much to rejoice 

and give thanks for as we 

celebrate our 40th anniversary. 

God’s love and faithfulness

 through the years is evident.  

As we bear the fruit 

of the Spirit to bless others, 

we are deeply grateful to those 

who laboured before us, 

and whose legacy 

we now enjoy.  

“We came to SJC in our late 20s and stayed through the seasons of life. For every 

sharp corner turned, God gave us the ability to remain as the trunk of the family 

tree at SJC. There is no darkness in God’s all-encompassing grace, God is our 

everlasting light and glory. So we handle resources in ways that seek to please 

God and live a life reflective that all we have is from God. We derived tremendous 

satisfaction in studying the word, praying and reminding each other of God’s ways. 

Our roots grow deeply intertwined as we played and served together.”

Jimmy and Christine Lin 
(Attending since 1976 in the home church, Christine joined staff in 1997) 

“I have been counting the offering since 1977 whilst serving in the building 

committee, cell group and under the rally calls of the four Vicars. Co-existing with 

others in harmony is essential and working towards a cause larger than ourselves, 

to build SJC.”

Stanley Lui 
(Attending since 1976, SJC met as a home church)

“My family has been worshipping together in SJC since 2013. My husband Thomas 

and I desired for our children to have the joy of going to church and serving. We 

felt the tugging in 2012 and explored SJC first since our son studied in SJCK. After 

that first visit we never left. I’m now even on staff as the first Administrative Officer 

for Family Life Ministry.”

Wee Li Duan
(Attending since 2013 and joined staff in 2017)

“I believe fellowship through cell plays a significant role in bridging the divide 

between intellectual truths deposited in our minds and the deep convictions of 

our hearts; through the sharing of lives from different backgrounds, the unique 

handiwork of God in each life brings encouragement for and assurance of our 

faith. Having been a cell member and leading a cell, God has shown me the 

grace of His glory.”

Charlotte Loo 
(Attending since 1993)
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Four generations of the Lin family have made their home in SJC since 1976. Their family tree is firmly rooted on SJC 
soil and have grown, served and witnessed God’s blessings and favour through the decades. This is their story…

“Our family has served in St. James’ Church 
Kindergarten, the Music Ministry, Super 
PowerKids, Cells, Hospitality and Outreach, 
under four different vicars - from our very first 
priest Canon Yip Tung San to our current Vicar 
Revd. Chua Siang Guan.   

Each Priest and Vicar’s office set up new 
structures which delighted God’s heart. 
Through the years, we learnt to appreciate 
these changes too.

Our first priest, the late Revd. Canon Yip 
Tung San, was a devoted and caring pastor. 
While the Church was moving from Church 
of the True Light to St. James’ Church, and 
while the church building was being built, 
we worshipped at Canon Yip’s house. His 
swimming pool became the Baptism Pool and 
our eldest brother-in-law was baptised there!

Our first Vicar Revd. Cecil McSparron was an 
Irish man whose wife, Mary served alongside 
him. We cherish many fond memories of him 
and how his face would turn red when he was 
excited. He worked hard to learn the Chinese 
culture and even managed to pick up some 
Cantonese words.

Revd. Ng Koon Sheng was a fervent teacher 
of the Holy Spirit who brought the Cell concept 
into SJC, which still stands strong to this day.

Revd. Canon Terry Wong introduced a great 
evangelistic tool - Alpha, which empowered 
the church to keep reaching out. It was also 
under Canon  Terry that our Food Ministry 
started and through which many new 
friendships were forged. New cells were also 
formed and the church grew in a quiet and 
unassuming way.

And now entering into SJC40 with our 4th Vicar, 
Revd. Chua Siang Guan who is a true leader 
emphasising and teaching the importance of 
growing our faith based on God’s Word. He has 
introduced Christian Education courses such as 
Building Faith Foundations for both young and 
old; truly, at SJC, “Everyone Matters, Everyone 
Discipled”. 

The seed of our family tree in SJC was first 
planted by Grandma Lin. She moved to SJC 
in 1996 after the passing of her husband. She 
never ceases to encourage us, pray for us 
and give thanks to God for His provision. She 
continuously shares, ‘I am very grateful and 
thankful to God for His blessings. I am being 
taken care of by Him since my husband passed 
away. He has blessed me and my family in 
many ways. I am able to donate to the church 
rebuilding because of His blessings.’  

Several of our family members are still 
attending SJC because God called us and 
we value His call and Presence. We hope 
that generation upon generation of Lins will 
continue to anchor their lives firmly on SJC soil.  
May we as a family continue to live the legacy 
of SJC for generational blessings is our God’s 
heartbeat to redeem the lost and bring hope 
to the hopeless. We pray that the St. James’ 
Church family too will continue to bloom and 
sprout generations after generations of families 
who will walk with Jesus.“

        Lin Family 
            (Attending since 1976, when SJC met as a 
             house church)



A LIVING HERITAGE TREE
     …A Place to Call Home where Everyone Matters
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A heritage tree is one that is of unique value and irreplaceable. It takes many years to 
reach this stage and its beauty and worth stands the test of time. Our goal is to constantly 

abide in Christ, growing and maturing to such a stage. 

The heritage tree survives and flourishes over time because it constantly adapts to the 
environment, making the most of resources and drawing upon its strong and healthy roots, 
trunk, branches, shoots and leaves to grow to its full potential. It then gives back to nature 
and its surroundings. Its trunk, leaves and branches provide shelter, shade and even homes 
for other creatures. Its roots spread out beneath the forest floor, watering and giving life to 
living things which the human eye cannot see. Its very presence stimulates and nurtures life.
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God is All-powerful
Be watchful, 

stand firm in the faith, 
act like men, be strong.
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“SJC is a place to call home and JYM is to us a community of faith and love built 

up in the knowledge and love of Christ. As leaders, we seek to know God as we are 

known by Him, leading in hope that the youth would imitate Christ who lives in us.”

Jonathan Tan (Attending since 1994)

Sabrina Chan (Attending since 2006)

Grace Tan (Attending since 2006)

“I love church because it’s an open community where we can all share, learn and 

fellowship together.  In Jesus Youth Ministry (JYM), I am able to share openly without 

being judged even by my younger brother, Daniel.  Being active in JYM allows me 

to be part of a community that integrates into the larger church body.  Church 

attendance is non-negotiable for my parents, Chris and Alice, so it has become a 

habit to spend my Sundays in church with my friends and in so doing, not only do 

we strengthen our relationships with one another, it also strengthens my relationship 

with God.”

Victoria Lock 
(Attending since 2010)

“Our favourite part of Super PowerKids (SPK) is Story Time! Auntie Jackie always 

makes it very lively and the stories are always unique and exciting. We also like the 

way we are taught memory verses and power points. Thanks Aunty Susan! It’s so 

much easier to learn memory verses through singing. We have been blessed by the 

prayers of our teachers and peers and also benefited from the object lessons where 

we learn to apply the bible lessons to our daily life.”

Faith and Ethel Chin 
(Attending since 2015)

“We have been married for 60 years with 40 years were spent at St. James’ Church. 

We grew older together in God’s goodness. With faith, hope and love as we look to 

the future,  we cheer on our friends and family whom we have served alongside in 

our younger years.”

Robert and Lily Heng
 (Attending since 1977)

REFLECTIONS OF GLORY      Testimonies And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, 

not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see 

the Day drawing near.
Hebrews 10:24-25
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Silhouettes of Grace
Like the heritage tree, we are meant to 

bless our surroundings.  We are a place 
of refuge and shelter for all who need 
it.  We want to be a church that makes 
everyone feel at home.  Every individual 
uniquely and wonderfully created by our 
Creator has a place at SJC. Here, they 
can find love and acceptance, and draw 
strength to continue their life journey. 

As the congregation grows, we expect 
more lives beyond these current four 
walls to be touched by God. Likewise, 
as the physical structure of the heritage 
tree expands, it provides shelter to more 
birds and creatures dependent on it. The 
shadow by which it casts also provides 
shade for more who need respite from 
the sun. How can we as a church and as 
individuals reach out whole-heartedly 
to accept diverse silhouettes that God 
sends to us? How do we help them feel 
and know that St. James’ Church is their 
home and that they matter?

Nam Kok: “I attend an English and a Chinese service every 

Sunday because I love to worship God. I sing songs to thank 

Jesus for everything he has done for me. Even though I do 

not have sight, God has blessed me with other gifts.”

Mrs. Ang (Nam Kok’s Mother): “SJC members are all very 

friendly. I am thankful for their friendship. Don’t you see? God 

has provided everything for us! Isn’t this amazing grace?”

Ang Nam Kok and his mother, Mrs. Ang 
(Attending since 1980)

“Each day Harold and I recognise our helplessness. We 

learn to pray like a child, cry like a child. We know God 

knows what is best and He desires to lead us to the path 

that is right and good. He gives us the courage to trust and 

follow Him in the way of righteousness. We believe one day 

God will change everything, and Jesus will rule the world in 

righteousness. Then disappointment, grief, sorrow and fear 

are gone forever, replaced by pure love and joy. 

We are grateful for caring brothers and sisters from St. James’ 

Church who visit us regularly in hospital. They encourage us 

and remind us we are not alone. Their care gives us the 

strength to continue and not lose hope.”

Harold and his dad, Mr Philip Tan 
(Attending since 2010)

“When we meet with challenges and grief, we look to 

God. He chose us to raise Elliott up and He would always 

give us the wisdom and resources that we need. He has 

never failed us. The members in St. James’ have been most 

embracing and inclusive. Elliott is treated like any other 

child. He is so loved by everyone.”

Dr. Reuben and Sherlyn Wong, parents of Elliot 
(Attending since 2014)

SILHOUETTES OF GRACE     Testimonies
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Thus says the LORD: 
“Stand by the roads, 

and look, and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way is; 

and walk in it,  
and find rest for your souls.

Jeremiah 6:16a

“When you talk to those who attend St. James’ Church regularly, 

chances are you will find quite a number of people serving in different 

ministries ranging from Hosting to Teleios Discipleship; HEAL to Worship and 

Creative Arts; Children to Food, just to name a few. Many of us consider 

it a joy and privilege to serve, not just the Church, but each other as well. 

However, if you ask someone to take on a leadership role, most would 

never have thought that being a leader would be a calling for them.

Before one can understand what it means to lead, we all need to look 

towards our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, who embodies all that we 

need to know and to do.  Jesus said plainly that He came to serve, 

and that was also how He demonstrated the foundation of spiritual 

and servant leadership.  How can we not be moved and inspired when 

Jesus took up the basin of water and towel, and began to wash the 

feed of his disciples during the Last Supper.

We are now currently serving in the Parochial Church Council or PCC 

as church wardens of St. James’ Church.  The PCC is the executive 

committee of the church and consists of clergy, church wardens and 

elected laity of the parish, and the PCC is collectively responsible for the 

financial management of the parish, and will support and encourage 

the ministry of the church in building up the parish in the Word of God 

and the Spirit of Christ.  Between the two of us, we have more than 30 

years of service in the PCC.  However, when we started our personal 

journeys serving in the PCC, no one presented a leadership handbook 

to us nor did we attend any PCC leadership course.  

We learnt on the job by observing, asking, doing and modelling those 

before us.  There were definitely moments of deep reflection and pain.  

There were also some moments when we felt like we disappointed God 

and let His people down.  In times such as these, we fall back on Scripture 

and Philippians 1: 6 reminds all of us that when God began a good work 

in us, He will carry on that work till it is completed or accomplished.  We, 

the PCC do what we do because we are made up of individuals who are 

being transformed by the Love of God and we show it through our service.

The Church is the only organisation in the world where everyone can 

lead.  It is the desire of the PCC and the Chinese Congregation Council 

(CCC) to see the younger generation rise up and heed God’s call to 

service, caring for the people that we serve and setting the example 

for others to follow.  Leadership renewal in the Church is important and 

we need fresh hands on the plough to build the Church community and 

shepherd His sheep.  As we approach SJC50 in a decade’s time, we 

look forward to welcoming and commending the next generation of 

leaders to commit to His will and to further the Kingdom of God.  

May God continue to bless St. James’ Church with good leaders who 

will lead us from Glory to Glory!”

 Vincent Quah 
 (Attending since 1989)

 Foo Chek Tchung
 (Attending since 1990)
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“This my hope for SJC40 towards SJC50 our Jubilee.

The SJC40 celebration is a time to remember God’s faithfulness as we continue to sow into our next generation of young 

people for the next ten years. Together, let us nurture Christ-like character in our youths by rooting them in the Word of God 

through Bible study and walking with them in intentional one-to-one or small group discipleship. Together, we can help 

them establish their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, always abounding in thanksgiving to Him (Colossians 2:6-7).”

Henry Yeo
(Youth Pastor since 2002; attending SJC since 1999)

“I wish for St. James’ Church to be a church that embraces people from all walks of life; responsive to the prompting of the 

Holy Spirit; manifested through acts of generosity; graciousness and kindness. A place filled with the infectious joy of the Lord!”

Ong Swee Geok 
(Cell Pastor since 2014; attending SJC since 2012)

“My hope for SJC in the next 10 years is to have a vision large enough. One very important phrase in SJC’s Vision Statement 

is “to reach the world”. It defines our goal. Our purpose is to glorify God. Therefore, our goal cannot be anything less 

than God’s number one concern that Jesus taught us to pray: “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.”  The growth we wish for SJC should not be an end in itself. To be a “Crossroads Church of Spirit-empowered 

disciples” is not an end in itself. Similarly, “A Place to call Home” is not an end in itself. They are examples of areas of growth 

necessary in order to reach the world. 

• To reach the world, SJC shall be a home where:

• A constant flow of people at crossroads are being guided to find the ancient paths

• Dedicated disciples become well-equipped shepherds of Christ, enabled by  the Spirit to advance the rule of the kingdom 

of God into territory of darkness, to set captives free, to cast out demons, to proclaim the Jubilee year of the Lord.

• The church multiplying the witness of Christ through church planting in Singapore and beyond.”  

Revd. Canon Yee Ching Wah
(Honorary Priest at SJC since 2012)

“I see SJC fulfilling her vision at SJC40 by carrying the Cross on the road to Calvary, Jesus set for us the example of obedience 

and self-giving. To obey the Father’s will, He was ready to sacrifice His life for our salvation. As a Crossroads Church, following 

Jesus’ example to carry our cross, the future of St. James’ will depend on how ready we are to deny ourselves to obey God 

and to bring His saving grace to the world.” 

Revd. Peter Chen
(Auxiliary Priest at SJC since 2016)



“In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16 

REFLECTIONS OF GLORY      Testimonies
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“We look to those who have gone before us for the example of courage in difficult times to help us 

continue to hold fast in faith and hope as we face the challenges of today and tomorrow; as we 

keep alive and untarnished what has been bestowed to us; as we give modern day expression to 

our long and rich Tradition and Heritage of Anglican faith and culture.

One of her task I would like to see in SJC50 will be ... St. James’ Church be a House of Prayer 

(Matthew 21:13) at this “Crossroads”.  This means St. James’ Church is a place where Singaporeans 

and people of all nations may find fellowship with God, and it also means that the Church is a 

place where prayer is offered up to God on behalf of all nations.”

Revd. Tang Wai Lung 
(Priest at SJC since 2016)

“St. James’ Church. Where I found home and family. Where I grew and served, where God called 

and the church nurtured. From where I entered the ministry, got hitched and ordained. And from 

whence we were sent as missionaries. St. James’ Church. Where many more shall be sent forth.”

Revd. Andrew Yap 
(Attending since 1991 and Missionary Priest in Thailand since 2009)

“My dream is for God to shape us individually into a cruciform (“Cross-shaped”) community of 

Spirit-empowered disciples. The Cross has been and always will be the symbol of the Christian 

faith; “a stumbling block to the Jews and folly to the Greeks.” (1 Corinthians 1:23) Yet the Cross 

is the wisdom, strength and love of God to accomplish the Crossroads Church vision given to St. 

James’ Church.

At the Cross we embrace a vision befitting of God to reach the whole world to be disciples, and 

not just believers, for His glory! At the Cross we realise that it first starts with us individually.  I am 

crucified; dying to my sinful selfish desires and rising to live Christ’s resurrected life (Galatians 2:20).

I greatly rejoice that we finally managed to light up our building’s cross on 8 February 2017. It was 

accomplished and lit without much fanfare for often that is God’s way. In the same way, like a 

small lump of yeast with God’s power to quietly transform a large batch of dough, may we will live 

a Cross-shaped life and enthuse each other to do the same till Jesus returns.”

Revd. Chua Siang Guan 
(Priest at SJC since 2013, Vicar of SJC since 2015)



SJC Clusters Build UP

These ministries aim to build up every member and 
to present them as mature disciples of Jesus Christ.

• Worship services (SES, E1, E2 and E3)
• Treasure Trove
• WCAM (Worship & Creative Arts Ministry)
 -   AV Ministry
 -   Dance Ministry
• Lay Readers & Scripture readers
• Cell Groups
• Christian Education
• Discipleship & Leadership Training
• Prayer Ministry

• Altar Ministry

Reach OUT

These ministries live out the Great Commission 
and aim to bring in sheep that are not yet in the 
sheepfold either locally or overseas, so that they will 
come to know God and begin their journey 
as disciples in Jesus Christ.

• Milk x Honey Café
• Missions
• H.E.A.L (Help Encourage Affirm Lives)
• H.O.P.E. (Helping others through Prayer 
 and Encouragement)
• SJCK (St. James’ Church Kindergarten)
• Alpha
• Community Services
 -   Tealight Corner
 -   Line Dancing

Walk WITH

These ministries prepare and journey with 
members through their different life stages; 
they also provide spiritual and practical 
support when unexpected burdens or crises 
arise so that every member is a victorious 
and mature disciple of Jesus Christ.

• Teleios Todds
• Teleios Kids
• SPK (Super PowerKids)
• JYM (Jesus Youth Ministry)
• JOY (Jesus – Others – Yourself)
• Bereavement Ministry
• FLM (Family Life Ministry)
• Visitation team

Hands ON

These ministries support the objective of the 
Church to make disciples through practical 
acts of service. Though practical in nature, 
those who serve in these ministries experience a 
transformation in their attitudes and character 
to reflect the love of Jesus Christ.

• Food Ministry
• Communications & Media
• Home@SJC (Hospitality Ministry for Everyone)
• Facilities
• HR & Finance
• Church Membership
• Church Ministry Support

Pastoral Staff and 
team serving the 

Chinese speaking 
congregation
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TOWARDS SJC50…

We started from humble beginnings faced with daunting challenges. 

With the God-given vision, a determined community of faith 

built the St. James’ Church legacy and remain committed to Jesus, 

awaiting His second coming. 

Our journey of transformation, testifying to God’s faithfulness, bears telling. 

May we become the church that God 

calls us to be and may we reflect His glory for all generations to see.

Let us contribute towards the unfolding story of St. James’ Church 

and determine how our stories will be told when we enter SJC50, 

the year of our jubilee.

A Personal 

Love Note to God

Dear God,

name

age at 2027 or age in _______ years’ time

today’s date

As present day stewards of St. James’ Church, how do you answer God’s call to build the church 

and prepare to hand the baton to the next generation and generations to come?  

Just as Abraham planted the tamarisk tree for future generations to enjoy, 

What is the one thing that God has laid upon your heart?

 You are a part of the SJC Story.
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SJC CLERGY
Left to right: 
Revd. Canon Yee Ching Wah (Honorary)
Revd. Luke Ting (Chinese)
Revd. Chua Siang Guan (Vicar)
Revd. Tang Wai Lung (English)
Revd. Peter Chen (Auxiliary)
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Be His, Be true
Be Thou 
      My Vision
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